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What Are the Numbers?
Enacted legislation related to immigration decreased in 2018 by 15 percent to 175 laws compared with 
206 laws in 2017. The number of resolutions decreased by 16 percent to 222 from 263. Lawmakers in 44 
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico enacted 175 laws and 222 resolutions related to immigra-
tion, for a total of 397. An additional six bills were vetoed by governors. 

Montana, North Dakota, Nevada and Texas did not hold regular sessions in 2018 and two additional 
states—North Carolina and Ohio—did not enact immigration-related legislation in 2018.

Trends 2018
n Occupational Licensing. In recent years, states have been looking to fill key labor shortages in areas such 
as agriculture, health care, education, and science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields. In the 
past four years, states have created programs or task forces to identify key areas for reform and craft in-
dividualized policy recommendations; passed legislation and created offices to modify licensing require-
ments; and allotted resources to assist foreign professionals in improving English proficiency and upgrad-
ing technical skills to meet state licensing requirements. 

In 2018, nine states passed eight laws and one resolution to address barriers in occupational licensing for 
immigrants with work authorization. California prohibited professional licensing boards from requiring in-
dividuals to disclose their immigration status. Maryland authorized that immigrant dentists trained in for-
eign dental programs are qualified to take a state board examination and apply for a general license to 
practice dentistry. Mississippi allowed provisional licensed professional counselors to be licensed if they 
meet certain educational and exam requirements if they are U.S. citizens or if they have verified immi-
gration documentation that authorizes work status. And Colorado adopted a resolution that recognized 
“Dreamers” losing their work authorization would have far-reaching job-loss consequences for all Ameri-
cans. NCSL’s report on occupational licensing for work-authorized immigrants is available online. 

n Sanctuary policies. While there is no legal definition for sanctuary policies, the term is applied to juris-
dictions that limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities, such as communicating information 
about immigration status or compliance with immigration detainers. At least 25 states considered 66 bills 
this year, down from 100 last year. In 2018, three states—California, Iowa and Tennessee—enacted laws 
related to sanctuary policies. California prohibited law enforcement agencies from contracting with the 
federal government to house individuals as federal detainees for purposes of civil immigration custody. 
Iowa required state law enforcement to comply with federal immigration requests, and Tennessee barred 
state or local government entities or officials from adopting or enacting sanctuary policies. In Oregon, a 
ballot initiative to repeal the state’s sanctuary laws failed 2 to 1.

n Refugees. In 2018, 13 states introduced 21 bills seeking additional state control over refugee resettle-
ment, a sharp decline from the 65 bills introduced on the topic last year. Colorado stated that any foreign 
national admitted to the United States as a refugee or with special immigrant status who has settled in 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/barriers-to-work-immigrants-with-work-authorization.aspx
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Colorado is eligible for in-state tuition, and Massachusetts ordered a study of areas in which there is a 
need for cultural and integration services for refugees. Several states, including California, Florida, Hawaii 
and New Mexico, introduced resolutions in support of refugees or child migrants at the southern border 
and urged Congress to take supportive action. Vermont and Washington enacted laws that focus on inte-
grating refugee populations into the workforce by removing barriers for professional licensure and by in-
creasing access to English education. Washington, D.C., provided funding for services for unaccompanied 
refugee minors.

n Education/civics. Five additional states—Missouri, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and 
Washington—added portions of the federal naturalization exam to high school civics curricula and testing 
requirements bringing the total to 18 states. States previously enacting this requirement include Alabama, 
Arkansas, Arizona, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, South Carolina, Tennes-
see, Utah and West Virginia. In 2018, Connecticut, Maryland, New Jersey, Oregon and Washington enacted 
laws allowing certain immigrant students, such as students with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, to 
be eligible for financial aid. 

• The largest category— 31 percent of all laws—are budget and appropriations laws, authorizing funds 
for such purposes as providing for immigration enforcement, immigrant integration, English language 
and citizenship classes and migrant and refugee programs. 

• Sixteen percent of laws dealt with education and addressing immigration and residency require-
ments for higher education, and four states included portions of the federal naturalization exam in 
high school civics requirements. 

• Legislation related to law enforcement, such as immigration enforcement and consumer fraud relat-
ed to legal services, accounted for 13 percent. 

• Eleven percent of laws addressed public benefits such as eligibility, care of children or special immi-
grant juvenile status.Legislation related to ID’s/driver’s licenses and other licenses made up 8 percent 
of all enacted laws on immigration. 

• Eight percent of laws focused on employment, occupational licensing, E-Verify or defining 
employment.

Source: NCSL, 2018 
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• Five percent of laws related to health, such as interpreters, eligibility criteria for Medicaid or licensing 
relating to health professionals.

• Four percent of laws were categorized as miscellaneous. 

• Two percent of laws addressed human trafficking, such as penalties for withholding or destroying 
immigration documents and providing assistance to victims, and 2 percent of laws addressed voting.

Categories of Immigration-Related Laws Enacted by Year 
2018

Category 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Budgets 41 20 29 20 33 35 26 36 54

Education 13 13 7 15 9 23 8 17 28

Employment 27 22 10 14 18 10 4 9 15

Health 15 18 9 14 10 22 8 6 8

Human  
Trafficking 7 4 9 10 8 7 3 5 4

ID/Drivers 
Licensing 23 23 12 34 18 19 8 19 14

Law  
Enforcement 33 42 20 16 23 15 7 28 23

Miscellaneous 22 11 5 11 2 10 4 3 7

Public Benefits 3 12 9 10 10 8 2 7 19

Voting 5 3 3 2 1 4 0 3 3

Resolutions 128 95 92 231 84 239 159 195 222

Total (Excluding 
Resolutions) 189 162 114 146 132 153 70 133 175

Total (Including 
Resolutions) 317 269 206 377 216 392 229 328 397

Source: NCSL, 2018 

Immigration-Related Laws Enacted, 2018

Total including resolutions

Total excluding resolutions

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

400

350

300

250

200

150

100

50

0



NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 4

METHODOLOGY

This report summarizes laws and resolutions enacted between January and December 2018. Laws includ-
ed in this overview address legal immigrants, migrant and seasonal workers, refugees or unauthorized im-
migrants. Terms used in this report by and large reflect those used in the state legislation. In some state 
legislative language, unauthorized immigrants are also described as “illegal immigrants,” “undocumented 
immigrants” or “aliens.”

Budget
Lawmakers in 25 states and the District of Columbia enacted 54 laws: Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colora-
do, Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Missis-
sippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, Vermont, Washing-
ton and Wyoming. 

These laws typically appropriate funds for refugee services, migrant health, naturalization services, educa-
tion and English as a Second Language programs or law enforcement.

• Example: DC B 926. This law funds goods and services for unaccompanied refugee minors.

• Example: IL H 109. This law appropriates funds for refugee aid services, the Illinois Coalition for Immi-
grant and Refugee Rights and the John Donahue Immigrant Training Center.

• Example: MA H 4732. This law provides for economic development and job creation in Massachu-
setts. It allocates $100,000 in technical support to immigrant and non-English-speaking businesses 
and business owners in East Boston.

• Example: MA H 4800. This law includes funds for the Quintana Center Immigration Legal Clinic to 
provide pro bono immigration legal services to clients and allows for legal non-citizens to be given 
the highest priority for services. It provides funds for the Office of Refugees and Immigrants, a citizen-
ship program for new Americans, and mental health services for immigrants and refugees who have 
experienced torture and trauma.

• Example: MO H 2003. This law prohibits funding for public institutions of higher education that offer 
a tuition rate to any student with an unlawful immigration status in the United States that is less than 
the tuition rate charged to international students.

• Example: MS S 2955. This law declares that no funds can be used by the Department of Corrections 
until the Commissioner of Corrections has submitted an application to the U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security to participate in the Criminal Alien Program (CAP). CAP identifies immigrants incarcerat-
ed in state correctional facilities to ensure that they are not released into the community by deport-
ing immigrants back to their home countries before the termination of their sentences.

• Example: NY A 9506. This law requires school liaisons for homeless, foster and migrant students to 
coordinate with the nutrition department to make sure such students receive free school meals in 
accordance with federal law.

• Example: SC H 4950. This appropriation law includes funds for the Illegal Immigration Hotline As-
sistance, a 24-hour hotline to report violations of federal immigration laws or related provisions of 
South Carolina law by any non-U.S. citizen or immigrant, including the E-verify program, violation of 
human trafficking laws, landlord tenant law violations, or violations of any law pertaining to the pro-
vision or receipt of public assistance benefits or public services.

• Example: WA S 6095. This law appropriates funds for a Refugee Women’s Alliance Early Learning 
Facility.
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Education
Lawmakers in 14 states enacted 28 laws: Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah and Washington.

These laws usually pertain to immigration and residency requirements for access to higher education, in-
state tuition, or financial assistance at educational institutions. Some laws address enhanced learning for 
refugees or English learners. A recent trend is legislation to include the federal naturalization exam in high 
school civics requirements.

• Example: CA A 1887. This law authorizes high school students and college students who qualify for 
in-state tuition to serve on boards or commissions, regardless of age or immigration status. 

• Example: CA A 2098. This law related to immigrant integration requires reports from the chancellor 
and superintendent to be provided to the statewide director of Immigrant Integration in the gover-
nor’ s Office of Planning and Research. The chancellor and superintendent are required to identify 
common measures for meeting the needs of immigrant and refugee adults seeking integration.

• Example: CA A 2826. This law requires each school district of residence and school district to post on 
its website the procedures and timelines regarding a request for an inter-district transfer permit. The 
school district must ensure pupils are selected through an unbiased process that prohibits consider-
ation of whether a pupil should be enrolled based on his or her academic or athletic performance, 
physical condition, proficiency in English, family income, or any individual characteristics including, 
but not limited to, race or ethnicity, gender, gender identity, gender expression and immigration 
status.

• Example: CO S 87. This law states that any foreign national admitted to the United States as a refugee 
or with special immigrant status who has settled in Colorado is eligible for in-state student tuition.

• Example: FL S 4. This higher education law includes a provision that students who are undocumented 
for federal immigration purposes are not eligible for scholarship awards.

• Example: MO S 807. This law requires any student entering a public institution of higher education 
for the first time to pass an examination relating to American civics. The test is based on the U.S. citi-
zenship exam.

• Example: NH H 1496. This law requires school districts by June 30 of each year to submit the results 
of either a locally developed competency assessment of U.S. government and civics or the U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services test to the department of education.

• Example: OK H 3311. This law states that the subject matter standards for history, social studies 
and U.S. government must include the content of the U.S. naturalization test, with an emphasis on 
the specific content of the test and the ideas and concepts it references. The U.S. naturalization test 
shall be made available in physical and electronic online formats as an optional assessment tool for 
teachers.

• Example: OR S 1563. A student at a post-secondary institution of education, who is not a citizen or a 
lawful permanent resident of the United States, is eligible to receive scholarships, grants and other fi-
nancial aid from public universities in the state.

For more information, please see NCSL’s publication on in-state tuition and unauthorized immigrant 
students.

http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=28357
http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=28357
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Employment
Lawmakers in 10 states enacted 15 laws: Arizona, California, Iowa, Idaho, Indiana, Maryland, Mississip-
pi, New York, Vermont and Washington.

These laws address eligibility for unemployment insurance, workers’ compensation, work authorization 
and E-Verify, employer retaliation and occupational licensing.

• Example: CA S 695. This law prohibits a professional licensing board, including the State Department 
of Public Health, the Emergency Medical Services Authority and the Commission on Teacher Creden-
tialing, from requiring an individual to disclose citizenship or immigration status and from denying 
licensure to an otherwise qualified and eligible individual based solely on his or her citizenship or im-
migration status. The law allows an applicant to provide either the individual taxpayer identification 
number or social security number for purposes of applying for a certificate.

• Example: ID H 352. This law provides licensure exemptions for a physician or physician assistant who 
is licensed and in good standing in another jurisdiction or credentialed in another country, if em-
ployed by an established athletic organization or performing arts company temporarily practicing, 
competing or performing in the state for no more than 60 days in a calendar year and is practicing 
only on those employed by such organization or company.

• Example: NY A 2805. This law creates entrepreneurship assistance centers primarily to assist minori-
ty group members, women, individuals with a disability, dislocated workers and veterans. A minority 
group member is defined as a U.S. citizen or permanent resident alien who is a member of the fol-
lowing groups: black, Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaska Native.

• Example: VT H 684. This law requires the director of the Office of Professional Regulation to exam-
ine means of reducing unnecessary barriers to professional licensure for qualified immigrants to Ver-
mont from foreign countries. The director must submit a report and recommendations to the House 
and Senate Committees on Government Operations.

For additional information on E-Verify legislation, please see NCSL’s publication.

Health
Lawmakers in five states and the District of Columbia enacted eight laws: California, Delaware, Nebras-
ka, New Hampshire and Washington.

These laws typically pertain to eligibility requirements for Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, language access and eligibility criteria for licenses within the health profession.

• Example: DC B 195. This law requires the D.C. Department of Behavioral Health to conduct a study, in 
consultation with private and public entities that provide health care services to members of the dis-
trict’s immigrant community, to evaluate the impact on the mental health of the district’s immigrant 
community of the threat of imminent action by the federal government to remove immigrant resi-
dents from the district.

• Example: DC B 203. This law requires the Department of Health (DOH) to issue grants to a nonprof-
it organization to provide services to homeless families with an infant or toddler residing in the D.C. 
General Family Shelter or D.C. General Family Shelter replacement units, and immigrant families. Be-
ginning Oct. 1, 2019, the DOH must award a grant or contract annually to at least one nonprofit orga-
nization to enable the organization to provide Early Head Start to immigrant families.

• Example: NE L 931. This law states that an individual requesting opiates must show a valid driver’s 
or operator’s license, state identification card, military identification card, alien registration card or a 
passport as proof of identification. 

• Example: NH S 313. This law states that in order to be eligible for Medicaid benefits, an individual 
must provide all necessary information regarding financial eligibility, assets, residency, citizenship or 
immigration status.

http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=28620
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Human Trafficking
Lawmakers in four states enacted four laws: Louisiana, Maine, Nebraska and Washington.

These laws provide benefits and protections to victims of human trafficking and address penalties for 
traffickers.

• Example: ME S639. This law states that a person is guilty of criminal forced labor if he or she commits 
certain actions, including the withholding or destruction of a passport or other immigration docu-
ment to compel a person to provide labor or services having economic value.

• Example: WA H 1022. This law establishes the Safety and Access for Immigrant Victims Act for immi-
grant victims of human trafficking. It requires a course of study on U and T nonimmigrant visas, other 
legal protections for immigrant survivors of criminal activity and promising practices in working with 
immigrant crime victims.

IDs/Driver’s Licenses and Other Licenses
Lawmakers in 10 states enacted 14 laws: California, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee and Utah.

In addition to providing for the eligibility of state-issued identification cards and driver’s licenses, these 
laws address a range of topics including professional licenses, firearm permits, hunting and recreational 
permits and documentation requirements for driver’s license applications.

• Example: CA S 244. This privacy law prohibits the use of a driver’ s license as evidence of an individu-
al’ s citizenship or immigration status for any purpose.

• Example: MI H 5686. This law allows state residents to apply for a personal identification card. Non-
citizens must show documentation to prove legal presence in the United States, and the card is not 
valid past the duration of the applicant’s legal presence.

• Example: RI H 7982. This law requires the division of motor vehicles to issue an operator’s or chauf-
feur’s license to every qualifying applicant, including, but not limited to, any current or past recipient 
of a grant of deferred action under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.

Law Enforcement
Lawmakers in 10 states, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico enacted 23 laws: Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont and West Virginia.

These laws typically pertain to the enforcement of immigration laws, but also include regulations pertain-
ing to those working as notary publics and immigration consultants.

• Example: IA S 481. This law requires state law enforcement to comply with an immigration detainer 
request issued by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. It prohibits local entities from adopt-
ing a policy that prohibits or discourages the enforcement of immigration laws. It prohibits local en-
tities or employees from asking for information from a victim or witness that is not pertinent to the 
investigation of the alleged public offense.

• Example: IL S. 34. The Voices of Immigrant Communities Empowering Survivors Act requires law en-
forcement agencies to designate officials to complete certification for T and U visas for certain vic-
tims of criminal activity for the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.

• Example: IL S 3488. This law prohibits state agencies from participating in a registry program. A reg-
istry program is a public, private, or joint public-private initiative for which particular individuals or 
groups of individuals, designated on the basis of their race, color, gender identity, age, religion, dis-
ability, national origin, ancestry, sexual orientation, marital status, military status, order of protection 
status, pregnancy or unfavorable discharge from military service, are required by law to register.
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• Example: PR S 57. This law orders the Office of the Procurator for Women to develop and establish 
the agenda for the protection and prevention of domestic violence of women of foreign nationality 
residing in Puerto Rico.

• Example: TN H 2315. This law bars state or local governmental entities or officials from adopting or 
enacting a sanctuary policy. A state or local governmental entity that adopts or enacts a sanctuary 
policy is ineligible to enter into any grant contract with the department of economic and community 
development until the sanctuary policy is repealed, rescinded or otherwise no longer in effect.

• Example: VT S 237. This law requires public defenders to meet professional obligations to clients who 
are needy persons, extending to federal immigration court and matters relating to immigration status.

For more information on sanctuary policies, please see NCSL’s issue brief. 

Miscellaneous
Lawmakers in five states and the District of Columbia enacted seven laws: Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, 
New Jersey and Washington.

This category typically includes immigration-related issues that do not fit in other categories and are ad-
dressed infrequently, memberships on task forces and commissions and studies of immigration.

• Example: NJ A 4208. This law establishing the New Jersey Complete Count Commission encourages 
outreach to hard-to-count populations, such as African-Americans, Hispanics or Latinos, Asian-Amer-
icans, non-native English speakers, persons who are indigent or homeless, college students, children 
younger than 5 years of age, men ages 18-49, the elderly, persons displaced by natural disasters, per-
sons who are incarcerated and members of the LGBTQ community. The outreach must also ensure 
that immigrant populations in this state understand the confidentiality of the census survey and the 
importance of completing the 2020 Census regardless of citizenship status.

• Example: WA H 2097. This law prohibits a state or local government agency or public employee from 
providing to federal government authorities personally identifiable information regarding the reli-
gious beliefs, practices or affiliation of any individual, except where the employee is a witness to a 
crime. Agencies may not use public funds, facilities, property, equipment or personnel to assist in cre-
ating, implementing or enforcing any government program compiling a list, registry or database of 
personally identifiable information about individuals based on religious beliefs, practice or affiliation 
for law enforcement or immigration purposes.

Public Benefits
Lawmakers in 10 states enacted 19 laws: Arizona, California, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Mary-
land, New York, Oklahoma and Washington.

These laws address social service programs that affect all people covered by the programs—immigrants 
and non-immigrants alike—and laws that ensure benefits are granted only to eligible immigrants. 

• Example: CA A 2090. This law clarifies that a parent is authorized to file a petition for guardianship, in 
connection with a petition to make the necessary findings regarding special immigrant juvenile sta-
tus, if the proposed ward consents.

• Example: CA A 2642. This law authorizes a nonprofit charitable corporation to be appointed as a 
guardian of a minor in connection with a petition regarding special immigrant juvenile status and 
would provide care and custody for the minor.

• Example: CT H 5185. This law related to special immigrant juvenile status defines “minor child” as a 
person younger than 18 or an unmarried person younger than 21 who is dependent on a competent 
caregiver, has consented to the appointment or continuation of a guardian after turning 18 and files 
a petition.

http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration/sanctuary-policy-faq635991795.aspx
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• Example: MD S 1218. This law to end youth homelessness provides for services including training on 
racial equity, harm reduction, trauma-informed care and needs of over-represented or particularly 
vulnerable groups, including immigrant youth.

• Example: NY A 7899. This law states that when a parent, legal guardian, legal custodian or prima-
ry caretaker in connection with a federal immigration matter is arrested, detained, incarcerated, re-
moved and/or deported, there must be a receipt of official communication by federal, state or local 
authorities which gives reasonable notice that care and supervision of the child will be interrupted or 
cannot be provided.

Voting
Lawmakers in three states enacted three laws: California, Massachusetts and New Hampshire.

These laws typically clarify voter registration requirements and valid documents to prove U.S. citizenship. 
Some address foreign contributions to elections.

• Example: NH S 363. This law prohibits political expenditures by foreign nationals.

Resolutions
Lawmakers in 32 states and Puerto Rico adopted 222 resolutions: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, Wiscon-
sin and Puerto Rico.

Resolutions typically commend citizens, immigrants and immigrant-serving organizations for their contri-
butions, recognize the cultural heritage of immigrants in a state and urge Congress or the president of the 
United States to take certain actions. This year, at least eight states—Alaska, California, Colorado, Michi-
gan, New Jersey, South Dakota, Tennessee and Vermont— and Puerto Rico adopted resolutions related to 
federal action on immigration. New Jersey, Vermont and Puerto Rico adopted resolutions condemning the 
federal policy of separating migrant children from their parents at the border. Three states—Illinois, New 
Jersey and Utah—adopted resolutions related to the U.S. Census. Illinois and New Jersey oppose the inclu-
sion of the citizenship question in the 2020 Census by the U.S. Census Bureau and Utah urges Congress to 
adequately fund the 2020 Census to ensure a complete and accurate count.

• Example: CA ACR 140. This resolution encourages all Californians to become educated about human 
trafficking and work to eradicate these criminal practices within and beyond our borders. It also en-
courages legislators, as well as organizations, businesses and individuals, to host or sponsor and at-
tend community events to bring visibility and support to efforts made by nongovernmental organiza-
tions to recognize and combat human trafficking. The legislature recognizes that California’s extensive 
international border, major harbors and airports, powerful economy, accelerating population, large 
immigrant population and industries make it a prime target for traffickers, and that combating slavery 
within California will serve to improve conditions both domestically and internationally.

• Example: CA AJR 39. This resolution urges the president and Congress to enact legislation securing the 
citizenship of internationally adopted children who are now adults and to pass the Adoptee Citizen-
ship Act of 2018.

• Example: CA AJR 46. This resolution urges federal departments to immediately cease the implementa-
tion of the zero-tolerance federal immigration policy and to not propose any additional inhumane im-
migration policies in the future.

• Example: CA SJR 29. This resolution calls for the president and Congress to acknowledge that the sep-
aration of immigrant children from their families at the border is detrimental to the short- and long-
term physical and mental well-being of children.
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• Example: CA SR 114. This resolution responds to the federal “zero-tolerance” policy and the separation 
of children from their parents at the border. Asylum is a protection granted to foreign nationals already 
in the United States or at the border who meet the international law definition of a “refugee.” The Cal-
ifornia Senate calls for just and humane immigration proceedings that protect family units, ensure the 
welfare of children and domestic violence survivors and provide for an accessible asylum process.

• Example: FL SR 1832. This resolution recognizes the City of Miami Beach on the 103rd anniversary of 
its incorporation as a municipality. The 1959 communist revolution in Cuba brought change to South 
Florida, as more than 500,000 Cubans fled their homeland to escape the cruel reign of dictator Fidel 
Castro and, with their arrival, enriched the cultural fabric of Miami Beach, which has also welcomed 
immigrants from Latin America, the Caribbean and beyond.

• Example: GA HR 1193. This resolution commends the Physicians’ Care Clinic on the grand occasion 
of its 25th anniversary. Most clinic patients have nowhere to turn for their primary health care, 
save the emergency room, but PCC serves the working poor, the unemployed, those with very low 
income, those who are in transition and immigrants and refugees who are in the process of set-
tling in DeKalb County by offering them affordable health care options that cater to their current 
economic situations.

• Example: ID SCR 136. This resolution recognizes the numerous contributions made by America’s social 
workers and proclaims March 2018 as National Social Work Month. Social workers continue to engage 
and bring together individuals, communities, agencies and government to help society solve some of 
the most pressing issues of the day, including immigration reform, equal rights for all, affordable and 
high-quality health care and mental health care for all, as well as protecting the environment.

• Example: LA SCR 113. This resolution commends the citizens of Bossier Parish and does hereby recog-
nize its 175th anniversary and notes the rich history and economic opportunity of Bossier Parish, and 
its future possibilities that are filled with hope and prosperity for generations yet to come. Immigrants 
of every ethnic origin passed through the region on their way West, many settled in Bossier Parish and 
could trace their roots back to the northern United States and every country in Europe.

• Example: MS SCR 545. This resolution designates March 2018 as “Women’s History Month in Missis-
sippi” with its theme “Nevertheless She Persisted: Honoring Women Who Fight All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women,” celebrating the 38th anniversary of the Women’s History Movement. Among 
the women recognized are Christina Jimenez, executive director and co-founder of United We Dream 
(UWD) and Angelica Salas, executive director of the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los An-
geles (CHIRLA).

• Example: NH HR 23. This resolution memorializes Harold “Chip” Rice and offers profound thanks for 
his service to his country, the state and the town he called home for many years. He was serving his 
seventh term as a state representative representing the citizens of Merrimack County District 27, the 
city of Concord. Beyond his civic engagement, Rice made a career of standing up for those who had no 
voice, sometimes literally as he’d advocate for refugees who couldn’t speak the language. 

• Example: NJ AJR 125. This joint resolution designates June 20 of each year as “World Refugee Day” 
in New Jersey to call attention to the unbelievable hardships of refugees worldwide and their im-
portance as residents of New Jersey. The Office of Refugee Resettlement at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services has noted that the public-private partnership, which makes refugee reset-
tlement possible, is facilitated by the International Rescue Committee, Church World Service, Catholic 
Charities and the Reformed Church of Highland Park, and with the support of the IRC-managed New 
Jersey Office for Refugees. These partner agencies in the last 10 years have resettled 5,388 refugees 
and 426 Special Immigrant Visa recipients in New Jersey from more than 37 countries including Af-
ghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Syria and Sudan.

• Example: NJ ACR 180. This resolution commends and supports New Jersey federal Senators Robert 
Menendez and Cory Booker for sponsoring the “Keep Families Together Act” which keeps immigrant 
families together and prevents the U.S. government from separating children from their parents at 
the border.
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• Example: NJ AR 175. This resolution condemns the federal government’s policy of separating immi-
grant families and contends that the federal government’s actions are sanctioned child abuse.

• Example: NJ AR 181. This resolution urges the president and Congress to eliminate existing restrictions 
on abortion access and reject Supreme Court nominees who would impose new limits on reproduc-
tive freedom. The resolution recognizes that a woman should make an abortion decision for herself, 
based on what is best for her and her family, and it is further crucial that the woman be provided with 
equal access to abortion and other reproductive health care, regardless of where she lives, how much 
money she makes, or her insurance or immigration status.

• Example: NJ SCR 55. This resolution opposes the inclusion of a citizenship question in the 2020 census 
survey and urges the New Jersey Congressional Delegation to reject any measure directing the Census 
Bureau to include such a question.

• Example: NJ SR 88. This resolution condemns the federal government’s policy of separating immigrant 
children from parents.

• Example: NM SM 996 and HM 89. These resolutions request that the crime victims reparation com-
mission convene meetings to facilitate collaboration with the office of the attorney general, the New 
Mexico human trafficking task force, the life link and the New Mexico tribal task force on human traf-
ficking to develop strategies, priorities and policies to improve services for victims of human trafficking 
and to identify gaps in services to victims of human trafficking, as well as housing, advocacy and policy 
issues affecting Native American and immigrant populations.

• Example: PA HR 999. This resolution commemorates the 150th anniversary of the ratification of the 
14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution on July 9, 2018. Ratification of the 14th Amendment on July 
9, 1868, granted citizenship to “all persons born or naturalized in the United States.”

• Example: PR SR 800. This resolution expresses strong repudiation of the policy of separation of immi-
grant families executed on the border between the United States and Mexico under the so-called Zero 
Tolerance Migration Policy.

• Example: TN SJR 480. The Tennessee General Assembly commends the city of Gallatin for being 
named the “Nicest Place in America” by Reader’s Digest and extends sincere best wishes for contin-
ued success and happiness for all the citizens of this remarkable community. The resolution includes 
recognition of Gallatin as home to a thriving refugee population: In the 1990s, when Sudan was rav-
aged by civil war and its people were displaced, Gallatin welcomed the refugees with open arms, re-
gardless of their age or language proficiency. Currently, the Southern Sudanese Youth Connection 
helps more than 1,000 refugees in the area find housing and education opportunities.

• Example: TN HJR 41. This resolution strongly supports President Donald J. Trump’s proposal to con-
struct a secure border wall across the nation’s southern border, and strongly urges the U.S. Congress 
to immediately take action to fund the construction of said border wall without delay.

• Example: UT HCR 12. This resolution acknowledges Utah’s reliance upon census data for political, 
business and social welfare purposes, expresses concern that Congress has underfunded the 2020 
Census, expresses concern that rural residents and marginalized communities (including ethnic and 
immigrant communities) are at risk of being under-counted by the 2020 Census and urges Congress to 
adequately fund the 2020 Census to ensure a complete and accurate count.

• Example: VT HJR 2a. This resolution condemns the recently reversed federal policy of separating chil-
dren from their families at the southern international border, expressing a profound hope that the 
family separation policy will not be reinstated.

• Example: WA HR 4655. This resolution remembers the passage of the Virginia Statute for Religious 
Freedom on Jan. 16, 1786 and recognizes Religious Freedom Day to commemorate that great histor-
ical accomplishment that provided the heart of the First Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion. Many of the first immigrants to our nation came to these shores motivated by their desire for re-
ligious liberty so that they could worship according to the dictates of their own consciences.
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