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JUNE 5, 2013 SPOTLIGHT By Sierra Stoney, Jeanne Batalova

Over the past 50 years, the share of immigrants from the Philippines in the United States has grown modestly
from just over 1 percent of the overall U.S. foreign-born population in 1960 to more than 4 percent in 2011.
Filipinos now represent the fourth largest immigrant group in the United States by country of origin behind
Mexico, China, and India.

Ten Source Countries with the Largest Populations in the United States as Percentages of
the Total Foreign-Born Population: 2011

 

Note: According the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey, the size of the
foreign-born population in 2011 was 40.4 million. *Excluding Taiwan. 
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De�nitions

The terms foreign born and immigrants refer
to people residing in the United States at the
time of the census who were not U.S. citizens
at birth. The foreign-born population includes
naturalized citizens, lawful permanent
immigrants, refugees and asylees, authorized
nonimmigrants (including those on student,

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey. Available online .

As a group, immigrants from the Philippines are better educated, more likely to have strong English language
skills, more likely to be naturalized citizens, less likely to enter the United States as refugees or asylum seekers,
and less likely to live below the federal poverty line than the overall foreign-born population. Working Filipino-
born men and women are more likely to be employed in the healthcare sector than foreign-born workers
overall. Yet despite some differences, Filipinos mirrored trends in the overall foreign-born population in terms
of age and arrival period.

This article reports on a wide range of characteristics of Filipino immigrants residing in the United States,
including the population's size, geographic distribution, admission categories, and demographic and
socioeconomic characteristics. Data are from the U.S. Census Bureau's 2011 American Community Survey
(ACS), the 2000 Decennial Census (as well as earlier censuses), and the Department of Homeland Security's
(DHS) Office of Immigration Statistics (OIS).

Size and Geographic Distribution

In 2011, over 1.8 million Filipino immigrants resided in the United States, representing more than 4
percent of all immigrants.
Forty-five percent of all Filipino immigrants resided in California.
One-third of all Filipino-born immigrants lived in three major metropolitan areas: greater Los Angeles,
San Francisco, and New York.

Modes of Entry and Legal Status

In 2011, more than 57,000 Filipino-born immigrants were granted U.S. legal permanent residency (LPR
status, also known as obtaining a green card).
Filipino nationals accounted for less than 1 percent of persons granted asylum in 2011.
More than 42,500 Filipino-born immigrants became U.S. citizens through naturalization in 2011.
The share of Filipino-born immigrants who have naturalized (65 percent) is significantly greater than the
share of all U.S. immigrants (45 percent) who have naturalized.
About 56 percent of Filipino-born green card holders in 2011 were eligible to naturalize.
In early 2011, 2 percent of all unauthorized immigrants in the United States were from the Philippines.

 

Demographic and Socioeconomic Overview

Filipino immigrant women far outnumbered their male
counterparts in 2011.
The foreign born from the Philippines were more likely
than the native born, but slightly less likely than the
foreign born overall, to be of working age.
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work, or other temporary visas), and persons
residing in the country without authorization.

The term native born refers to people residing
in the United States who were U.S. citizens in
one of three categories: 1) people born in one
of the 50 states or the District of Columbia; 2)
people born in United States Insular Areas
such as Puerto Rico or Guam; or 3) people who
were born abroad to at least one U.S. citizen
parent.

Over two-thirds of all Filipino immigrants have strong
English-language skills.
As a group, Filipino-born adults were more likely to be
university graduates compared to all immigrant and U.S.-
born adults.
Filipino-born immigrants have generally mirrored the
arrival patterns of the foreign born overall.
Nearly 17 percent of employed Filipino-born men worked
in service and personal care occupations, while more than
18 percent of Filipina women worked as registered nurses.
The Filipino born were less likely to live in poverty in 2011 than the native or foreign born overall.
About 617,000 children under the age of 18 resided in a household with at least one immigrant parent
born in the Philippines.

Size and Geographic Distribution

In 2011, over 1.8 million Filipino immigrants resided in the United States, representing more than 4 percent of
the foreign-born population. 
Filipino-born immigrants accounted for 4.5 percent (1.8 million) of the country's 40.4 million immigrants in
2011. This population has grown 17 times its size since 1960, when an estimated 104,800 Filipino immigrants
resided in the United States, or just over 1 percent of all immigrants that year.

Although the Filipino-born share of all Asian immigrants in the United States has been declining since 1970,
their overall number has been steadily increasing since 1960 (see Table 1). The Filipino-born share of the U.S.
immigrant population has hovered around 4.5 percent since 1990.

 

Table 1. Filipino-Born Share of All Asian Immigrants, 1960 to 2011

Year All Immigrants Immigrants from Asia Filipino Born

Number Percent of All Immigrants Percent of All Asian Immigrants

1960 9,738,091 490,996 104,843 1.1 21.4

1970 9,619,302 824,887 184,842 1.9 22.4

1980 14,079,906 2,539,777 501,440 3.6 19.7

1990 19,767,316 4,979,037 912,674 4.6 18.3

2000 31,107,889 8,226,254 1,369,070 4.4 16.6

2010 39,955,673 11,283,574 1,777,588 4.4 15.8

2011 40,377,757 11,562,022 1,813,597 4.5 15.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau's 1960-2000 decennial censuses, 2010 and 2011 American Community Survey (ACS). Available
online .

 

Figure 1. Number of Filipino Born in the United States: 1960 to 2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau's 1960-2000 decennial censuses, 2010 ACS. Available online .
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Forty-five percent of all Filipino immigrants resided in California. 
California had the largest number of Filipino immigrants in 2011 (811,900, or 45 percent of the nation's 1.8
million immigrants from the Philippines), followed by Hawaii (112,200, or 6 percent).

Other states with Filipino-born populations greater than 80,000 were New Jersey (86,600, or 5 percent); Texas
(86,400, or 5 percent); Illinois (84,800, or 5 percent); and New York (84,400, or 5 percent).

Filipino-born immigrants are dispersed across the United States, but account for a significant share of the total
immigrant population in certain states: Forty-six percent (112,000 out of 246,000) of all immigrants in Hawaii
were born in the Philippines, as were 26 percent (13,500 out of 51,600) in Alaska.

Back to the top

One-third of all Filipino-born immigrants lived in three major metropolitan areas: greater Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and New York. 
In 2011, the greater Los Angeles metropolitan area had the largest number of Filipino immigrants, with about
288,400 (16 percent of Filipino born in the United States). The greater San Francisco area was second with
156,400 (9 percent). The greater New York area (which includes parts of New Jersey and Pensylvania) was third
with 150,500 (8 percent).

Other greater metropolitan areas with Filipino-born populations greater than 60,000 were San Diego (96,000,
or 5 percent); Honolulu (79,800, or 4 percent); Chicago (78,400, or 4 percent); and San Jose (61,400, or 3 percent).

In terms of share of total immigrant population, Filipinos made up 43 percent of all immigrants in Honolulu,
HI (79,800 out of 186,300); over 32 percent in the Vallejo, CA area (26,700 out of 82,200); and 20 percent in the
Virginia Beach, VA area (20,600 out of 102,200).
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Modes of Entry and Legal Status

Note: This section is based on the data from DHS, unless stated otherwise. DHS data refer to the U.S.
government's fiscal year, October 1 through September 30. Thus, "2011" refers to October 1, 2010 through
September 30, 2011.

In 2011, more than 57,000 Filipino-born immigrants were granted U.S. legal permanent residency (LPR status,
also known as obtaining a green card). 
In 2011, 57,011 Filipino immigrants obtained green cards, accounting for 5 percent of the 1.1 million
immigrants granted LPR status that year. The foreign born from the Philippines gained LPR status mostly
through family reunification. About 87 percent obtained green cards through family relationships, 13 percent
through employment, and less than 1 percent through other routes, including a small number of refugees or
asylees.

About 51 percent of all Filipino immigrants granted LPR status in 2011 qualified as the immediate family
member (spouse, unmarried child under 21, or parent) of a U.S. citizen, compared to 43 percent of all
immigrants. Less than 0.1 percent of all Filipino-born immigrants entered as refugees or asylees, compared to
16 percent of all immigrants.

Read more about immigrants who became LPRs in 2011 in Green Card Holders and Legal Immigration to
the United States.

Back to the top

Filipino nationals accounted for less than 1 percent of persons granted asylum in 2011. 
Only 10 Filipino nationals (0.04 percent of the total) received asylum in 2011. From 2002 through 2011,
Filipino nationals accounted for 0.1 percent (314) of the 260,951 individuals granted asylum. No Filipino
nationals arrived in the United States as refugees in 2011.

Read more about Refugees and Asylees in the United States.

Back to the top

More than 42,500 Filipino-born immigrants became U.S. citizens through naturalization in 2011. 
In 2011, 42,520 Filipino-bornimmigrants were naturalized in the United States, representing 6 percent of the
694,193 new U.S. citizens.

Back to the top

The share of Filipino-born immigrants who have naturalized (65 percent) is significantly greater than the share
of all U.S. immigrants who have naturalized. 
According to the 2011 ACS, about 65 percent of Filipino immigrants were naturalized U.S. citizens. This was
significantly greater than the estimated share among all immigrants, which was about 45 percent.
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About 56 percent of Filipino-born green card holders in 2011 were eligible to naturalize. 
DHS' Office of Immigration Statistics (OIS) estimates that 330,000 Filipino-born LPRs, or about 56 percent of
the total 590,000 Filipino-born LPRs, were eligible to naturalize as of 2011. The Filipino born accounted for
about 4 percent of the total 8.5 million LPRs eligible to naturalize as of 2011.

For more, see OIS' Estimates of the Legal Permanent Resident Population in 2011.

Back to the top

In early 2011, 2 percent of all unauthorized immigrants in the United States were from the Philippines.  
OIS estimated that in January 2011, 270,000 (2 percent) of the approximately 11.5 million unauthorized
migrants were born in the Philippines.

For more, see OIS' Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in the United States:
January 2011.

Back to the top

Demographic and Socioeconomic Overview

Note: This section is based on the authors' analysis the 2011 ACS data.

Filipino immigrant women far outnumbered their male counterparts in 2011. 
Of all Filipino immigrants residing in the United States in 2011, 60 percent were women and 40 percent men.
By contrast, gender distributions were more balanced among the native born and overall foreign born (about 51
percent female and 49 percent male for both groups).

Filipino-Born Population, by Age and Sex, for the United States: 2011
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Notes: The age-sex pyramid of the foreign-born population from the Philippines has many of the
same characteristics as the "diamond shape" population pyramid of the total foreign born. This
includes the largest number of immigrants in the economically active ages of 20 to 54 and relatively
smaller numbers under age 20 and over age 54. What is unusual about the Filipino immigrant
population pyramid is the preponderance of female migrants ages 25 to 54 (compare to the pyramid
of the Mexican born). This is re�ected in the low male-to-female ratio that indicates that there were
67 males for every 100 females in the foreign-born population from the Philippines in 2011. 
 
There were 1.8 million immigrants from the Philippines residing in the United States in 2011. Male-
to-female ratio: 67.2. 
 
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011.

Native Population, by Age and Sex, for the United States: 2011
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Notes: The most striking feature of the native age-sex pyramid is the “baby boom,” the increase in
the number of people born after World War II between 1946 and 1964. In 2011, the baby boomers
were between age 47 and 65, as can be seen by the relatively large size of those age groups in the
age-sex pyramid. The years 1965 to about 1977 are often referred to as the “baby bust” because of
the smaller number of children born then. The “baby bust” generation was between the ages of 34
and 46 in 2011, as can be seen by the constriction of those age groups in the age-sex pyramid. The
“echo boom” or “boomlet” occurred between 1977 and about 1988, when many of the baby
boomers had children who, in 2011, were between 23 and 34. In the older age groups, there are far
fewer males than females. In most populations, women live longer than men. The dearth of males
age 70 and older also re�ects deaths during World War II. The shape of the age-sex pyramid of the
native-born population is very different from that of the immigrant population. 
 
There were 271.2 million native-born persons in the United States in 2011. Male-to-female ratio:
96.9. 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011.

Native Population, by Age and Sex, for the United States: 2011
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Notes: The shape of the age-sex pyramid of the immigrant population is very different from that of
native-born population. There are several reasons for this. First, many migrants leave their home
countries to �nd work abroad, so a high number of immigrants in the economically active ages of 20
to 54 is not uncommon. As can be seen in this age-sex pyramid, the majority of immigrants in 2011
were adults between the ages of 20 and 54. Second, in general, children rarely migrate by
themselves and adult immigrants tend to migrate with few or no children. This helps explain the
relatively small amount of people age 20 and younger. There is another reason, however: the
children born in the United States to adult immigrants are considered native born and are not
included in this age-sex pyramid. Third, people are less likely to migrate at older ages. In the foreign-
born age-sex pyramid, there are clearly fewer people in the retirement-age groups (age 55 and
over). This low number of older immigrants also has to do with many immigrants returning home for
retirement and the death of older settled immigrants. All of these factors give the foreign-born age-
sex pyramid its "diamond shape," making it signi�cantly different from the native population
pyramid. 
 
There were about 40.4 million immigrants residing in the United States in 2011. Male-to-female
ratio: 95.8. 
 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011.
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The foreign born from the Philippines were more likely than the native born, but slightly less likely than the
foreign born overall, to be of working age.  
Of the Filipino born residing in the United States in 2011, 79 percent were of working age (16-64 years old),
compared with 63 percent of the native born and 82 percent of all immigrants. Among Filipino immigrants, 17
percent were older than 64, compared to 13 percent of the native- and foreign-born populations.

Back to the top
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Over two-thirds of all Filipino immigrants have strong English-language skills. 
In 2011, 14 percent of Filipino immigrants ages 5 and older reported speaking only English, and 55 percent
reported speaking English "very well." In contrast, less than 1 percent of all Filipino immigrants reported not
speaking English at all, 7 percent reported speaking English, but "not well," and 24 percent reported speaking
English "well."

Compared to immigrants overall, Filipino immigrants were less likely to be Limited English Proficient (LEP),
meaning that they reported speaking English less than "very well." In 2011, 31 percent of those born in the
Philippines were LEP, versus 51 percent of all immigrants.

Note: In the American Community Survey, respondents who reported that they spoke a language other than
English at home were asked to self-assess their English-speaking abilities with the options of "not at all," "not
well," or "well," and "very well."

Back to the top

As a group, Filipino-born adults were more likely to be university graduates compared to all immigrant and
U.S.-born adults.  
In 2011, 48 percent of Filipino-born adults ages 25 and older had a bachelor's degree or higher, which is
substantially greater than the 27 percent share of immigrant adults and the 29 percent share of all U.S.-born
adults.

Only 8 percent of Filipino-born adults had no high school or GED diploma, compared to 31 percent of
immigrants overall and 11 percent of native-born adults. The share of the Filipino born who reported their
highest educational attainment as a high school diploma, some college credits, or an associate's degree (43
percent) was slightly higher than the foreign born overall (41 percent), but lower than that of the native born (61
percent).

Back to the top

Filipino-born immigrants have generally mirrored the arrival patterns of the foreign born overall. 
In 2011, approximately 34 percent of the 1.8 million Filipino immigrants in the United States had entered after
2000; 24 percent arrived between 1990 and 1999; 22 percent entered between 1980 and 1989; and 21 percent
entered prior to 1980.

This arrival pattern generally mirrored that of immigrants in the United States overall: 36 percent had arrived
after 2000; 27 percent arrived between 1990 and 1999; 18 percent entered between 1980 and 1989; and 19
percent entered prior to 1980.

Back to the top

Nearly 17 percent of employed Filipino-born men worked in service and personal care occupations, while more
than 18 percent of Filipina women worked as registered nurses.  
The top three occupations that employed Filipino-born male workers ages 16 to 64 were service and personal
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care (17 percent of all 427,000 Filipino male workers); manufacturing, installation and repair (13 percent); and
administrative support (12 percent).

Compared to working immigrant men overall, Filipino men were more likely to report working in the
healthcare sector — specifically as registered nurses, other healthcare practicioners, and in healthcare support
occupations — and in administrative support occupations. They were less likely to report working in farming,
fishing, and forestry; and construction, extraction, and transportation occupations than immigrant men
overall (see Table 2).

Among the 624,000 Filipino-born female workers ages 16 to 64, 18 percent reported working as registered
nurses; 16 percent in administrative support; and 15 percent in service and personal care occupations.

Filipina women were more likely to report working in the healthcare sector as registered nurses, other
healthcare practicioners, and in healthcare support operations than working immigrant women overall (see
Table 2). They were less likely to report working in education, training, media, and entertainment occupations;
service and personal care; and manufacturing, installation, and repair occupations.

 

Table 2. Occupations of Employed Workers in the Civilian Labor Force (Ages 16 to 64) by Gender and Origin, 2011

  Filipino Born Foreign Born (Total)

  Male Female Male Female

Number of persons ages 16-64 employed in the civilian labor force (000s) 427 624 12,911 9,584

Total (percent)        

    Management, business, �nance 10.0 11.7 10.5 10.6

    Information technology 5.0 1.4 4.6 2.2

    Other sciences and engineering 4.8 1.6 3.8 2.0

    Social services and legal 1.3 1.5 1.0 2.0

    Education, training, media and entertainment 3.4 4.7 3.6 7.2

    Physicians/Surgeons/Dentists/Podiatrists 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.0

    Registered Nurses 5.0 18.3 0.5 3.7

    Other health care practitioners 4.7 7.0 1.2 3.2

    Healthcare support 4.5 7.5 0.1 5.9

    Service and personal care 16.7 15.3 19.1 26.8

    Sales 7.1 8.4 7.7 10.0

    Administrative support 12.4 15.8 5.4 13.4

    Farming, �shing, forestry 0.2 0.2 2.9 1.2

    Construction, extraction, transportation 10.7 1.0 23.6 3.1

    Manufacturing, installation, repair 12.8 4.7 14.2 7.6

Source: Authors' analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau's 2011 ACS.
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The Filipino born were less likely to live in poverty in 2011 than the native or foreign born overall. 
In 2011, a significantly smaller share of Filipino immigrants (6 percent) lived in households with an annual
income below the official federal poverty line than the native born (15 percent) and immigrants overall (20
percent).

Back to the top

About 617,000 children under the age of 18 resided in a household with at least one immigrant parent born in
the Philippines. 
The 617,000 children with at least one Filipino-born parent represented close to 4 percent of the overall
population of children from immigrant households (17.1 million children). Similar to the overall population of
children from immigrant households, the vast majority of children in Filipino immigrant families were born in
the United States (about 87 percent for the overall population, and 84 percent of those in Filipino immigrant
families).

Note: Includes only children who reside with at least one parent who is foreign born. Excludes families with
U.S.-born parents with foreign adopted children.

Back to the top

For more information about ACS data and methodology, click here.
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