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The U.S. finds itself grappling with the highest levels of inflation since the 1980s, caused
largely by an imbalance between the demand and supply of both labor and goods and
services. As labor makes up around two-thirds of the total production costs of private

businesses, economists now worry that with the U.S. economy reaching full employment,
without more workers, wage increases could push prices—and inflation—even higher.

The U.S. labor force was already facing an aging crisis before the pandemic. Then COVID-
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turnover among active workers, with many looking for better pay and working conditions
in what is being called the Great Resignation.

This leaves no clear way of meeting current labor demands domestically or filling the
millions of new jobs that will be created over the next decade. While many jobs will be
taken on by young people entering the workforce, demographic trends suggest that the
labor market will still need immigrant workers to make up the shortfall.

Using employment projections from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), data on job
openings from Burning Glass, and data from the American Community Survey, we explore
how immigration can help meet labor demands and steer the economy back to a
sustainable growth path.
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half of 2020, when some
states and industries
started to reopen, the
job openings rate
returned to around 6
percent, similar to pre-
pandemic levels. A
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Hea lthca re Online Job Postings in 2021
p t i t i
Healthcare Practitioners  Management Sales Office Support ~ Computer & Mathematical ~ Transportation
Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:
I I t I I i I t 15.6% 14.2% 13.2% 11.7% 24.7% 19.1%
L]
n u m e r o o Business&Finance  Food Preparation  Healthcare Support ~ Maintenance & Repair  Manufacturing Education
Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:
[ ] [ ]
pOStI ngsin 2021.

13.6% 20.9% 22.4% 14.4% 21.7% 12.0%

Engineering Building & Grounds ~ Arts & Entertainment  Construction Personal Care Protective Service
Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Bor Share:  Foreign Born Share: ~ Foreign Born Share:  Foreign Born Share:
19.6% 34.4% 12.8% 27.7% 19.6% 8.3%

Among the most in-

demand occupational et
gr ou p S | n 2 02 l , Berese oF Loy Satites 5 Gheninge and Laber TunmoverSurvey UOLTS). 2022
healthcare practitioners

led with 4.9 million job

postings for physicians,

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

surgeons, nurses, and

other practitionersin
this field.

144 °
Shares f in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 5/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 6/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 7119


https://research.newamericaneconomy.org/report/covid-19-immigrant-healthcare-workers/

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 8/19


https://data.newamericaneconomy.org/en/immigrant-workers-at-risk-coronavirus/

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 9/19


https://data.newamericaneconomy.org/en/immigrant-workers-at-risk-coronavirus/

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 10/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 11/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 12/19


https://www.economicmodeling.com/

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 13/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 14/19


https://www.fleetowner.com/operations/drivers/article/21238068/biden-admin-details-plan-to-boost-truck-driver-jobs
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andyjsemotiuk/2021/11/16/could-us-immigration-help-solve-need-to-recruit-1-million-new-truck-drivers-over-next-decade/?sh=730f688466ba

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 15/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

144 °
Shares f , in

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/ 16/19



6/13/23, 4:29 PM

144
Shares

Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

While the COVID-19 pandemic brought massive disruptions to
the U.S. labor market, immigrants have been a stabilizing force,
filling openings in essential occupations and helping to meet
the demand for the fastest-growing jobs over the next decade.
The interactive tool below provides information for each
occupational family, showing how the pandemic, the aging of
the existing workforce, and other projected labor exits are
expected to impact the U.S. labor force.

Hovering over the paths provides more detail on the workers
exiting and entering the workforce, and on their foreign-born
share.

Select an occupational family:

All Occupations v

National

By 2030, the number of jobs in the United States is expected to
reach 165.4 million, a net increase of more than 2.6 million jobs
from 2019, before the pandemic. While 9.3 million jobs were lost
during the pandemic, the recovery has been relatively robust
and fast. In addition to positions added in the pandemic
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2.6 million jobs, including 1.4 million healthcare support jobs,
by 2030.

New Jobs Created ~—

Pandemic Job Recovery |

eeding workers: 80.1 M

Jobs held by existing workers: 85.3

2020 2030

While this is positive news, the challenge will be to fill these
jobs. Of the 165.4 million jobs expected to exist in 2030, almost
half, or 80.1 million, will be vacated by people retiring, changing
careers, or leaving the labor market altogether. These 80.1
million jobs do not include workers who change positions
within the same occupation.

U.S.-born workers are more likely than foreign-born workers
to reach retirement age. In total, 23.6 percent of U.S.-born
workers, or 31 million, will reach retirement age by 2030.
Immigrant workers, on the other hand, are less likely to reach
retirement age, with 21.9 percent, or 6.0 million, reaching age 65
by 2030.

Younger workers are more likely to be foreign-born. In 2019,
21.6 million of 121.4 million workers under age 55 were foreign
born, a share of 17.8 percent. In comparison, 27.7 million
workers out of all 160.2 million workers in the U.S. were foreign
born, a share of 17.3 percent.

While many jobs will be filled by people aging into the

f - in <

https://data.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/en/labor-market-forecast-2022/

18/19


https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/05/14/on-the-cusp-of-adulthood-and-facing-an-uncertain-future-what-we-know-about-gen-z-so-far-2/

6/13/23, 4:29 PM Amid Rising Inflation, Immigrant Workers Help Ease Labor Shortages

smaller generation than previous ones, Gen Z—comprised of
those born after 1996—is likely to produce fewer U.S.-born
workers than the baby boomers, who are leaving the workforce.
The gap between this growing demand and diminishing supply
of U.S.-born workers means that more workers will need to
come from abroad or these positions will go unfilled.
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